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CAUTION:
LEARNING GAPS 

AHEAD



WHAT . . . 



a learning gap is a difference between 
what is expected at students’ particular level 
and what students have actually mastered 



WHY . . . 



WHERE to start. . . 









WHERE to start. . . 
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1. KNOWLEDGE GAPS 

2. SKILLS GAPS 

3. COMMUNICATION GAPS 

4. MOTIVATION GAPS 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL GAPS 
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#1
Identify potential problems at the 
start of the academic year



Placement test
Each test contains 100 
multiple-choice 
questions and is designed 
to last for an hour.



Keep it short

Placement test



Keep it short

Placement test
1) Set the time limit (15-20 min)

(SS work individually)

2) Peer check
(Think-Pair-Share) Add interaction

3) OC feedback
(Check the answers in a game format) Make it fun!
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Keep it short

Placement test

Add interaction

Make it fun!



#2
Evaluate students’ background 
knowledge throughout the school year

6th form
Family

5th form
Family

7th form
Family

8th form
Family

9th form
Family
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Around town  

Year 6Elicit vocab 
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Elicit vocab 

School 

Year 6
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Year 10

Sport Food  

Entertainment 

Elicit vocab 



Sport 
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Elicit vocab Year 10



Year 10Elicit vocab 

Sport 

collocations



Year 10

Food  

Elicit vocab odd one out 
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Year 10
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Year 10

Food  

Elicit vocab odd one out 



Entertainment 

? ? ? ? ? 

Elicit vocab Year 10



Year 10

Entertainment 

Elicit vocab categorising



Elicit grammar 
8th form 9th form



Elicit grammar 
9th form

Lead-in

Explain

Test

Teach

Test



Elicit grammar 

Test

Teach

Test

Personalised task

In pairs share 3  things you did/didn’t do yesterday. 
1 must be false. Guess the false one.



Elicit grammar 

Test

Teach

Test

Complete the sentences to make them true for you.
1. I decided…
2. I advised…
3. I can’t stand…

Personalised task



#2    Evaluate students’ background knowledge
throughout the school year 

#1 Identify potential problems at the start of 
the academic year

#3     Respond to your students’ needs with your 
best teaching ever 
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the FLIPPED classroom

#2    Evaluate students’ background knowledge
throughout the school year 

BEFORE the lesson (at home):

?
?
?
?



the FLIPPED classroom

BEFORE the lesson (at home):

#2    Evaluate students’ background knowledge
throughout the school year 

- Read the rules
- Watch the video
- Read the text
- Google and research about..
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